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Editor’s Note:
Due to the Independence Day,
University Chronicle will not be
publishing July 5. Look for
University Chronicle when it
resumes publication July 12.
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Chain stores use
cheap gas to lure
customers

Parade of colors

For years, Catherine McDonough had
been a loyal customer of the gas station
near her home in
Niles, Ill. But once
the supermarket
across the street
began selling
gasoline 14 cents
a gallon cheaper,
she
quickly
changed her allegiance. On a recent trip, she paid $1.74 a
gallon; she also picked up a carton of milk
and some steaks for dinner. The monthold Dominick’s station in Niles is part of a
trend just reaching Chicago that takes onestop shopping to a new level — “hypermarkets” that sell gas extra-cheap in order
to lure more shoppers to their stores.
Come for the fuel, stay for the produce section.

Leslie Andres
NEWS EDITOR

Students at SCSU can expect to
face a 10 percent tuition increase for
the next academic year with the passing of the Higher Education Funding
Bill.
The House and Senate approved
the bill Monday, providing about
$176 million in new funding for the
University of Minnesota and the
Minnesota State Colleges and
Universities system.
Although this is $76 million more
than Gov. Jesse Ventura had requested
and $11 million more than what the
House wanted, it still falls short of
about $100 million of what the Senate
sought. More importantly, the amount
is about $350 million less than what
the University of Minnesota and
MnSCU requested.
For MnSCU alone, the amount
allocated is about $105 million, well
short of the $255 million requested.
SCSU director of communications Marge Proell declined to comment on the impending tuition hike,
saying that no numbers were available for it.
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Joan Osborne
to rock Paramount
Friday night
If you’re looking for something to do
Friday night you need go no further than
the Paramount
Theater in downtown St. Cloud.
Joan Osborne and
opening
act
Brenda Weiler hit
the stage at 7:30.
Friday is the second of two stops
Osborne will be
making this week in Minnesota. She plays
Thursday night at O’Shaughnessy Theater
in St. Paul then heads to St. Cloud to play
at the Paramount. Osborne is on tour this
summer in support of her most recent
album “Righteous Love.”
Osborne’s major record debut came in
1995 with the release of her hit album
“Relish.”
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Tuition hike
to hit SCSU

Expected increase
The Tom Thumb Wheels,Wings & Water Festival Parade stretched
out for three hours on the streets in and around downtown
Saturday. Participants ranged from drummers to politicians to
clowns. See page 5 for more on the weekend festival.
CHRISTINE JOHNSON/EDITOR

Although the increase is expected
to be about 10 percent, this amount is
subject to change as MnSCU is only
expected to decide formally on tuition
increases in a meeting next month.
Undergraduate and graduate
tuition fees at SCSU are currently at
$86.20 and $131.60 per credit hour

respectively.
Following the bill’s approval,
University of Minnesota President
Mark Yudof proposed a 13.3 percent
tuition hike next year, while slashing
the institution’s budget by $103.3 million.
Rep. Joe Opatz, DFL-16A, voted
against the Higher Education Funding
Bill, saying that the legislature underfunded state colleges and universities.
This, he said, would lead to doubledigit increases for students at SCSU
and St. Cloud Technical College.
“The inadequate funding levels for
Minnesota’s colleges and universities
made a vote against this bill a nobrainer,” Opatz said. “At a time when
the economy is slowing down, the
role played by our colleges and universities is more important than ever.
This Republican-authored bill
responds to that by imposing tuition
increases on our students that will be
about 10-20 percent a year.
“At SCSU, the bill will likely
increase tuition by about 25 percent
over the next two years. That’s unacceptable.”

Fraction of request
Inter Faculty Organization president Jim Pehler said, taking into
account what the House and the
Senate had to work with, they did a
good job. However, he said his frustration lies in the fact that the amount
was still only two-fifths of what
MnSCU had requested.
■

Go to TUITION PAGE 7.

Bookstore woes continue to haunt SCSU
Tracy Ust

ASSISTANT NEWS EDITOR

The financial woes of Wallace’s
Bookstores continue to haunt the
SCSU campus, even though the bankrupt former operator has moved out
and a national company by the name
of Follett has moved in.

NEWS/2-3, 5-6

Wallace’s Bookstores’ owner,
Wallace Wilkinson, filed for Chapter
11 bankruptcy on Feb. 8 citing debts
of $152.3 million for the company and
$418.4 personal debt.
Wallace’s has been selling the
stores and inventory in an attempt to
repay a $32.5 million loan used to
keep Wallace’s operating until all the

COMMENTARY/4

assets are sold. As of June 1, the bankruptcy sale earned $28.3 million out of
an expected $29 million.
On June 19 Wallace’s took another blow when a judge refused more
time for Wilkinson to file reorganization. Under law, Wilkinson had 120
days from filing Chapter 11 to reorganize before creditors could file their

own plan.
A hearing is set for July 5 to discuss Wilkinson’s overspending of his
bankruptcy budget. Wilkinson was
allowed $9,614 in a personal account
from February until May. Wilkinson
actually spent $73,597.
■

Go to BOOKSTORE PAGE 3.
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1. (6/24/01) Disruptive behavior,
Administration building
2. (6/20/01) Stolen bicycle,
Halenbeck Hall (grounds)
3. (6/22/01) Harassment (verbal),
Hill-Case Hall
4. (6/21/01) Damage to personal
property, Miller Center
5. (6/25/01) False fire alarm,
Mitchell Hall
6. (6/23/01) Theft of cash,
National Hockey Center
7. (6/22/01) Disruptive behavior,
Skalicky Plaza
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Council’s proposal to ban public
nudity tabled for the summer

North Dakota looks to warm up
state’s reception with name change

City Council members gathered in St. Cloud Monday for the first
discussion in what is expected to be a long fight to decide the future
of public nudity in the region.
The proposed ban on public nudity if passed, would be one of the
first of its sort in the state.
“I haven’t made up my mind on this issue, but I want to know what
the counties are going to do,” City Council President John Ellenbecker
said, referring to Benton, Stearns and Sherburne counties, also considering the ordinance.
City Council members decided to return to the issue Aug. 20. The
proposed ordinance is based largely on a 1998 Cannon Falls ordinance
requiring the licensing of sexually oriented businesses and banning
public nudity for people older than 12.

Movement to warmer weather isn’t a possibility, but some North
Dakotans hope a name change will help rid their state of its frigid reputation and help the state seem a little less northern.
The Greater North Dakota Association, the state’s chamber of commerce, is backing a proposal to change the state’s name to “Dakota.”
Supporters insist the plan would help the rest of the nation realize the
state is more than a frozen prairie.
“People have such an instant thing about how North Dakota is cold
and snowy and flat,” said former Gov. Ed Schafer. “We’re not going
to change that overnight. But (a name change) would get a lot of attention. Personally, I think it would be fun.”

Legislation closer to conclusion as
two bills head for Ventura’s desk
The State of Minnesota took another step toward eliminating the possibility of shutdown as a $544 million funding bill for day care programs and early childhood education and a $487 million bill on economic development passed both the House and the Senate.
The bills now need Gov. Ventura’s signature to become law, but
Ventura has said he will not sign any spending measures until he signs
the tax bill, which was scheduled for House and Senate votes today
The Legislature has approved four of the eight major spending bills
needed to prevent a government shutdown on July 1.
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Intravenous drug use leads to rise in
Chinese HIV and AIDS sufferers
More than 600,000 people in China are estimated to have the AIDS
virus and the number is increasing by 30 percent annually, primarily
because of an upsurge in infections among intravenous drug users,
China’s health minister says.
HIV and AIDs patients remain at a low percentage of the total population — just 0.5 percent of 1.27 billion people. Nonetheless, the government has launched a five-year plan to reduce the increase to 10 percent annually.
The plan ranges from AIDS education for 15-year-olds and prevention messages from leading actors to vending machines for condoms
and improved treatment including the possibility of cheap drugs, he
said in an interview Monday after addressing the first U.N. General
Assembly Special Session on HIV/AIDS.
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Calendar of

Events

TODAY
■ The Bard in your
Backyard. Actors Theater of
Minnesota with Lake Superior
Shakespeare Festival present
shows today, Friday, Saturday
and Sunday. “The Tempest”
takes place each day at 6:30
p.m. “The Compleat Wrks of
Wllm Shkspr (abridged)” takes
place Saturday at 4:30 p.m. All
shows are at the Atwood Mall.
Attendees are encouraged to
bring a picnic and blankets for
the outdoor show. Actors
Theater welcomes everyone to
its shows. No one will be denied
a ticket for inability to pay. Call
(877) 877-GRAB for more
information and tickets.

WEDNESDAY
■ Independence Day. No
classes, offices closed

JULY 6
■ Twins vs. Reds game. Sign
up by July 2 in Atwood 118.
Meet at Atwood info desk at 4
pm to leave. $10 for SCSU students, includes ticket and transportation. Contact Jessica Twiest
at 255-2205 for more information.

JULY 11
■ Annie Humphrey will play
Anishinable songs live on the
Atwood Mall from 11:30 a.m. 1p.m. Contact Janice Courtney
at 255-2205 for more information.

ONGOING
■ Russell Sharon. Abstraction
& Nature runs through Sept. 26
in Atwood Center. Summer
gallery hours are: 7 a.m. - 7p.m.
Monday through Thursday and 7
a.m. - 4 p.m. Friday.
■ Report Cards will no longer
be mailed. Grades can be
accessed through the SCSU
register online Web site or
through Touchtone Registration
System. Official printed verification of your grades can be
ordered via official transcript in
Administrative Services 120.

University Chronicle
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Osborne to energize Paramount
Singer/songwriter has been
nominated for 8 Grammys for
‘Relish’ and ‘Righteous Love’
Mike Noreen
If you’re looking for something to do Friday
night you need go no further than the Paramount
Theater in downtown St. Cloud. Joan Osborne
and opening act Brenda Weiler hit the stage at
7:30.
Friday is the second of two stops Osborne will be
making this week in Minnesota. She plays Thursday
night at O’Shaughnessy Theater in St. Paul then
heads to St. Cloud to play at the Paramount. Osborne
is on tour this summer in support of her most recent
album “Righteous Love”.
Osborne’s major record debut came in 1995 with
the release of her hit album “Relish.” “Relish”
brought her blues rhythms to many music fans for
the first time and also won Osborne several Grammy
nominations. Her newest album “Righteous Love”
was five years in the making and was released in the
fall of 2000.
“Righteous Love” was immediately seen as a
success for Osborne. Critics and fans alike were
thrilled with the new album.
David Wild from “Rolling Stone wrote in a
2000 review, “Osborne is a convincing, soulful

■

Continued from PAGE 1.

Bookstore
SCSU students feel the backlash
of Wilkinson’s financial trouble in the
financial aid office. Because
Wallace’s Bookstores filed for bankruptcy and failed to make revenue
payments to SCSU, no scholarships
funded by the bookstore are to be
awarded for the 2001-2002 school
year.
In the past, approximately 250 students had been awarded scholarships
averaging $450.
“The revenue proceeds are made
available to the university and the
bookstore committee allocates money
to different departments,” Frank
Loncorich, director of the office of
scholarships and financial aid said.
“Financial aid did not get enough
money for the scholarships next year.”
Financial aid is working to help
those students who still need financial
assistance by providing the aid that is
available, including money from the
federal government, loans, work
study, employment awards and other
scholarships.
With a new company running the
bookstore and a new, state of the art
space to house the bookstore, things
are turning around for the SCSU
bookstore.
Follett Corporation, which operates more than 580 bookstores on
campuses all across the country and in
Canada, took over the bookstore in
May with its first duty: book buyback.
In August, the bookstore will move
from the building on Eighth Street to
its new home in Centennial Hall in
time for fall semester.

Singer/songwriter Joan Osborne will perform 7:30 p.m. Friday at the Paramount.
PUBLICITY PHOTO

singer … [she] impresses with the warmth and
human embrace of her voice.”
During the five year span between records

Another addition to the newness of
the bookstore for 2001-2002 is the
philosophy that Follett brings with it.
“Like the new library is a highpoint of campus, the bookstore will
also be admired,” said Chris Johnson,
assistant manager of store operations
at the bookstore. “Follett’s philosophy
is to put people first. They are very
people oriented and customer service
driven.”
Having a nationally-owned operator for the bookstore brings advantages
for students, Johnson said. “The merchandise is up to date and fashionable,
but still in the traditional ranks of
upscale universities. Follett sees
SCSU becoming one of its top stores.”
Follett is working to make a clean
transition into the bookstore, and
although some problems may arise,
the company will do its best to keep
things at their best for SCSU students.
“Although we’re new and not
familiar with the curriculum and
books needed, we are working to provide a better service to students,”
Johnson said. “It might be a year until
we get enough used books. By spring
we will offer more used books.”
As far as paying revenues to the
university goes, the Follett-run store
will remain the official bookstore of
SCSU and will be the only bookstore
to pay a commission back to the university.
“Follett will generate a revenue,”
Loncorich said. “At least they will
generate more money than this year,
that’s for sure.”
In the meantime, Johnson said that
Follett will stick to its philosophies
and ways of doing things.
“That makes us run more efficiently and make us a better store.”

Osborne has toured with Lilith Fair, worked on
“Righteous Love” among other projects, and even
started an online women’s magazine titled Heroine
Magazine (www.heroinemagazine.com).
For many fans “Righteous Love” was long
awaited and signaled Osborne would once again
be going on tour. Osborne has toured throughout
the year and kicked off a summer tour in early June
and will go until August. Fans should look forward
to the powerful vocal performance and awesome
stage presence that Osborne has become known
for.
Osborne’s opening act Friday night, Brenda
Weiler, should draw many local fans. Weiler is from
the Twin Cities and is known for great live performances and often plays to sell out crowds in St. Cloud
at the Red Carpet. The pairing of Osborne and Weiler
is excellent and their performance will have audiences
on their feet.
Producer Sue McClean and the Paramount Arts
District are responsible for bringing Osborne to St.
Cloud.
“We’re very excited to have Osborne here (at
the Paramount),” said Milward Simpson,
Executive Director for the Paramount Arts
District.
Simpson is looking forward to a full house on
Friday night. “The show is not yet sold out, but we
do expect a lot of walk up traffic come Friday
evening.”

Prices are $27 for main floor and select balcony
and $25 for remaining balcony seating.

Tammy Brady and Melissa Lamere search the book store in
February.Wallace Bookstore’s financial problems are still affecting
SCSU.
UNIVERSITY CHRONICLE FILE PHOTO
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Christine Johnson
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Michael Martin
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SCSU should learn
from bookstore flop
The issue: Many students were denied scholarships for fall that were once funded through the
SCSU bookstore.
What we think: SCSU administration should
make sure that Follett, SCSU’s new on-campus
bookstore operator, will bring the scholarship
program back into operation by next year.
Many students recently went about applying for scholarships through SCSU the way they had in previous years.
But for many, the outcome brought disappointment.
Some students received letters from the office of scholarships and financial aid stating that there are less scholarships available due to the bankruptcy of Wallace’s
Bookstores, last year’s on-campus bookstore operator.
The letters come as another inconvenience and disappointment to students who already had to struggle to get
their books for last year’s classes. On Feb. 8, Wallace’s
Bookstores filed for Chapter 11 bankruptcy after a number of students and staff had been voicing complaints and
concerns about the on-campus bookstore’s service.
A committee of SCSU personnel and students had
accepted Wallace’s bid to operate the bookstore in the
spring of 2000. The same committee had turned down
the bid of Ward’s W.W. Co., which had been the official
SCSU on-campus bookstore for 28 years.
The students have suffered enough by not getting
scholarships for fall. SCSU should build from this experience and do everything to prevent this circumstance
from occurring in the future.
This year’s decision to go with Follett Corp. as the
new bookstore operator should not be detrimental as the
one to accept Wallace’s. To prevent this from occurring,
the committee in charge should do in-depth research on
Follett to ensure that the students and staff at SCSU will
be better served.
In the recent letters sent to students that were denied
scholarships for fall, it states that the university hopes to
resume the program in “future years.” SCSU should aim
for the program to be back on it’s feet next year. The affects
of the decision to go with Wallace’s shouldn’t be felt by
students applying for scholarships in the years to follow.

Press freedom survives test of time
It’s funny how things work out
isn’t it? Last week, when I was
appointed as the news editor at
University Chronicle, one of the first
things I did was to go through some of
the previously published copies of the
paper. I learned in my mass communications classes that journalists get
story ideas from all manner of sources,
including old issues of newspapers.
So, there I was perusing volumes
of old University Chronicle issues,
when I happened upon several reports
of an incident three years ago that
caught my attention.
In March 1998, police officers
obtained a search warrant for audio
tapes, made by a University Chronicle
staff member, of a forum on campus
regarding racism. The forum was organized following the death of an African
American man, DeAndre Davis, who
was found with a gunshot wound to the
head. Although Davis’ death was
deemed a probable suicide, questions
were raised over the likelihood of this.
Whether it was this that the officers
were investigating, I never found out,
but in entering and searching the
University Chronicle’s office, they
detained six staff members for two
hours. None of the six could tell the
officers where the tapes were.
University Chronicle subsequently
refused to turn over the tapes.
To cut a long story short, a furor was
raised over the ability of the police to
search a newspaper office. As the then
University Chronicle co-news editor,
Mandy Jackson, said in her column,
“the relationship between journalists
and their sources is similar to the rela-

LESLIE
ANDRES

STAFF
ESSAY
tionship between lawyers and their
clients.”
Interestingly enough, on the same
day, the state Legislature approved a

“I remember thinking
how lucky journalists
in America are when it
comes to freedom of
the press.”
bill that would protect journalists’
unpublished notes, photographs and
tapes from subpoenas.
I read that on Sunday.
Funnily enough, after putting down
the old issues, I read in the Star
Tribune about another case where
journalism ethics were being questioned. The state Court of Appeals
overturned an order that the
Maplewood Review newspaper must
identify its confidential sources for an
article about a football coach.

The newspaper, in January 1997,
ran a report on a decision taken by a
school district not to rehire the
coach, quoting sources who were
promised confidentiality. The coach
later sued the district and a Ramsey
County judge directed the reporters
to identify their sources.
So, on the same day, I read of two
incidents where journalists and journalism were able to win their fights. I
remember thinking how lucky journalists in America are when it comes to
freedom of the press. I know that most
countries in the world — whether developed, developing or underdeveloped —
place limitations on press freedom.
Take the issue of confidential
sources, for instance. In many countries, using confidential sources is done
at the journalist’s own risk. If the journalist holds on to the code of ethics and
does not reveal his or her source, then
at best the journalist risks being sued.
At worse, there is the risk of arrest,
interrogation and even imprisonment.
But that’s just the legal means
employed in various countries. There
are also illegal means. Many reports
have come through the pipeline of
journalists being abducted, tortured
and even killed for what they have
written or refused to divulge. Such are
the perils of journalism.
Despite such adversity, the majority of journalists would face the consequences rather than break the universal
code of ethics. It is this sort of thing
that makes me proud to be a journalist.
It is this sort of thing that makes me
feel honored and privileged to be the
news editor of University Chronicle.
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Jordan Seethaler, 19, of
Delafield,Wis., crossed the
finish line before all other
women racers in the
Regent Run Annual 5-mile
Road Race Saturday
morning. Seethaler’s race
time was 30:56.9. Ryan
Ford, 19, of St. Cloud,
placed first before all
other men. Ford, a graduate of Apollo High School,
finished the race with a
time of 26:07.0.
CHRISTINE JOHNSON/EDITOR

Wheels, Wings
& Water
An artist demonstrates the creation of pottery for others to see at the
Lemonade Art Fair June 21 at SCSU.
JOTA SATO/STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

(Above) Aaron Corbett, 5, of St. Cloud waves to
the participants of the Tom Thumb Wheels,
Wings & Water Festival Parade as they
marched down First Street Saturday.
(Right) Artists of all ages displayed their work at the
Lemonade Art Fair at SCSU
June 21. This painting was
drenched by the sudden afternoon shower.
JOTA SATO/STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

(Left) Lexie Reiter, 4, barely escaped getting
drenched from the rain by gathering with others under a food canopy during the Lemonade
Concert & Art Fair on the Atwood Mall
Thursday.
CHRISTINE JOHNSON/EDITOR
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Chain stores use cheap
gas to siphon customers
CHICAGO — For years,
Catherine McDonough had
been a loyal customer of the gas
station near her home in Niles,
Ill. But once the supermarket
across the street began selling
gasoline 14 cents a gallon
cheaper, she quickly changed
her allegiance.
On a recent trip, she paid
$1.74 a gallon; she also picked up
a carton of milk and some steaks
for dinner.
The month-old Dominick’s
station in Niles is part of a trend
just reaching Chicago that takes
one-stop shopping to a new
level— “hypermarkets” that sell
gas extra-cheap in order to lure
more shoppers to their stores.
Come for the fuel, stay for the
produce section.
“At first, I thought it was
weird to see my grocery store
with a gas station, but I’m not
complaining,” McDonough said
as she paid at the pump, swiping
her Fresh Values card to help
realize the savings. “I always
come here now. The prices are
just too good.”

Growing dominance
Dominick’s has two gas stations in the area while Jewel has
five, all in the suburbs. But here
and across the country, the chain
stores are installing fuel pumps at
breakneck speed.
Within five years, more than
15 percent of the nation’s gas stations will have names like Jewel,
Kmart, Meijer and Wal-Mart,
according to a recent study by
Energy Analysts International, a
Colorado-based oil industry consulting group.
“Chicago has really been a
latecomer to this, but along the
Gulf Coast and the Eastern
Seaboard, the idea has been big
for years,” said Joseph Leto, the
group’s president. “Within the
last 12 months, everyone has
decided to get on the bandwagon.”
The aggressive competition is
shaking traditional retail gasoline
marketers, driving some small
operators out of business and
prompting calls for legislation to
stop what critics say is “predatory pricing.”
“It has put the service station
on the endangered species list,”
said William Fleischli, executive
vice president of the Illinois
Petroleum
Marketers
Association, which represents
3,500 gas stations. “An independent seller who survives on
pump sales simply cannot compete. Only the corporations can
compete. My members are dropping like flies.”

Ed Plucinski of Niles, Ill., fills up his tank at the new
Dominick’s gas station, part of a grocery store that is
underselling its gas to get people into their stores.
PHOTO COURTESY OF KRT

“It has put the service station on the
endangered species list.”
William Fleischli
EXECUTIVE VICE PRESIDENT
ILLINOIS PETROLEUM MARKETERS ASSOCIATION

More customers
The supermarket chains,
however, have found that the
gas
pumps
dramatically
increase store traffic and build
customer loyalty, because a big
part of the savings comes from
using frequent-customer cards
or buying certain items in the
store.
Dominick’s spokeswoman
Wynona Redmond said gas discounts function like a coupon,
“but we’ve discovered it gets a
much bigger reaction than 5 cents
off a can of peaches.”
In a region that had the highest
gas prices in the country last summer and saw another spike in
prices last month, lower prices at
grocery stores have struck a chord
with drivers.
“Driving from St. Charles, Ill.
to Crystal Lake, Ill., this is the
cheapest gas I see,” said Teresa
Rinkenberger, 23, who goes to
the Jewel Express station in
South Elgin, Ill. three times a
week to refill her Dodge 4X4
pickup. “I go a little out of my
way to get it, but I still think I
save more.”
Costco Wholesale Corp., the
Issaquah, Wash.-based retail
warehouse chain, was the first
of the supermarkets and general
retailers to get into the gasoline

business in 1995. Costco has
133 locations nationwide. WalMart leads the pack with 459
stations. Albertson’s Inc., the
parent of Jewel, has more than
200.
Ever since Dominick’s
opened its fuel center in April in
south suburban Shorewood, Ill.
the Gas City station across the
street has lost 15 to 20 percent of
its customers, said Paul
Torstrick, Gas City vice president.
“The place is a lot quieter
these days,” he said. “We’re still
trying to figure out how to fight
back.”

Fighting back
Several gas chains like Shell
Oil Co. have responded by trying
to beat the grocery stores at their
own game.
Shell is experimenting at
some stations with coffee bars,
wine sections and fresh baked
goods, according to company
officials. Gas stations have had
convenience stores for years, but
now the distinction between
them and supermarkets has
become even more blurred.
But the grocery and retail
chain stores can still sell fuel 3 to
20 cents a gallon cheaper than
traditional competitors. One rea-

son is that they negotiate highvolume deals with wholesalers
for unbranded gasoline. Most
independent stations do not have
so much clout and are under
long-term contracts with major
oil companies to buy higherpriced branded gas.
Michigan-based
Meijer,
which has opened three superstores with fuel stations recently
in the Chicago suburbs, has gas
discounts attached to more than
800 store items.
Wal-Mart is lobbying state
legislatures in Florida and
Louisiana to repeal laws that prohibit them from selling gasoline
below wholesale prices.
Illinois, like most states, does
not have a “below cost” law, and
oil industry leaders maintain it
shouldn’t.
Fleischli, however, said his
group could push for a state bill
that would force the stores to sell
at higher prices and will look into
whether their practices violate
antitrust law.
“What they’re doing is purely
predatory,” Fleischli said. “We
need something to stop them
from driving everyone out of the
business. It will mean less competition, not more.”
Most customers, though, are
pleased, and analysts contend
that the store gas stations have
played a role in making
Chicago area prices more competitive.
On some weekends at the
Jewel Express in South Elgin, Ill.
cars wait in long lines. That’s
where Ed Wojnicki fills the 40gallon tank of his Chevy
Suburban. He says he returns
because he can save as much as
$10 a fill-up.
“With a truck like this, I need
the savings,” Wojnicki said.
“They want me to shop at Jewel.
But if it means cheap gas, I don’t
mind.”

“At first, I
thought it was weird
to see my grocery
store with a gas
station, but I’m not
complaining.”
Catherine
McDonough
CUSTOMER
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2 BEDROOM APARTMENT
2 bedroom apartment in house private entrance — off street parking. Available August 1. Call 980-0892 or 529-9978.

Interested in writing?
or
Does photography inspire you?
If so, stop by Stewart Hall 13 for a
University Chronicle huddle.
Next huddle is noon July 11.

■

University Chronicle’s
classified advertising policies:
✓ Deadline: Noon on Tuesday for Thursday’s issue.
✓ Classifieds prices: Five (5) words per line: $1.50. Six (6)
words constitute two lines: $3.
✓ Classifieds will not be accepted via phone or fax.
✓ Classifieds must be prepaid. No exceptions.
✓ Credit is not granted for cancelled ads.
Classified ads can be purchased in Stewart Hall, room 13, or ads
may also be sent with payment to: University Chronicle, 13 Stewart
Hall, St. Cloud, MN 56301. For more information, leave a message
for Jen Montgomery, classifieds manager at 255-4086.

Continued from PAGE 1.

Tuition
“The state university system competes on the national
scene for faculty, staff and
resources,” Pehler said.
“Because of where the governor started (the amount the
governor sought), we will not
be able to compete on the
national scene.
“What the governor has
indicated, to me, is that we are
not going to have accessible
education with lower tuition.
It’s a direct slam to the
Minnesota university system.
I am sorely disappointed.”
Pehler agreed with Opatz
that tuition fees would be
increased by double digits
because of the bill. He estimated that tuition would
probably be hiked up an average of 11 percent per year.
He said some institutions
were talking about an
increase at or above that proposed by Yudof.
“And that’s simply to survive.”
One thing which is going to
prove even harder to do with
the passing of the bill is recruiting new faculty for the
MnSCU system. Last year, 70
positions were left unfilled as
state colleges and universities

“At SCSU, the bill will likely increase
tuition by about 25 percent over the
next two years. That’s unacceptable.”
Joe Opatz
STATE REPRESENTATIVE, DFL-16A
found it hard to attract potential
educators. What makes things
worse is that the system is losing existing faculty members
with retirements, and worse
still, to other institutions.
“Faculty are being recruited away by private universities, which traditionally pay
less, and institutions outside
the state,” Pehler said.
Still, according to Pehler,
government officials are turning a blind eye to the problems and refusing to acknowledge it. He likened the situation to the fable “The
Emperor’s New Clothes.”
“Nobody even wants to
see if the emperor has any
clothes on.”
The IFO, Pehler said,
wants to keep their faculty, so
they will “continue to preach”
wherever they can of the
importance of an increased
budget for higher education.
One aspect of the bill that
is receiving fair comment is
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the issue of reciprocity agreements with Wisconsin and the
Dakotas.
Opatz said he was pleased
that the bill contained “real
progress” on making tuition
reciprocity agreements more
fair. The overall intent of the
provisions was to ensure that
Minnesota students were better served.
“It is an issue of simple
fairness,” he said. “Right now,
almost 10,000 students from
reciprocity states who are
attending Minnesota schools
are paying lower tuition than
the Minnesota students in
their same classes.”
Opatz said the bill now
requires the Higher Education
Services Office to renegotiate
current reciprocity agreements, negotiate with the
intent of lowering payments
between states and report the
progress of negotiations to the
legislature before approving
them.
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